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LITURGICAL SERVICES 
SUNDAY MASSES:  

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM.  
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 11:00 AM &  
6:00 PM. 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 
Monday– Friday                                   
Eucharistic Adoration: 6:00 AM 
Mass: 6:30 AM 

 

FIRST SATURDAY MASS:  
8:30 AM 
Exposition until 10:00 AM 

 

OUR MOTHER OF   
PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA  

Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. 
 

CONFESSIONS:  
Before  all weekday and weekend 
Masses or by appointment. 
 
 

24– HOUR ADORATION: 
Thursdays, 7 a.m.—Fridays, 6 a.m. 
Sign-up sheets in Souby Baptistery. 
Can’t be a regular? Substitute sign-
up sheets in rear of church. 

 
 

BAPTISMS:  
Second & fourth Sunday of each 
month, 10:00 AM. BOTH parents 
AND Godparents MUST attend a 
baptism seminar held first Tuesday 
of each month, 6:00PM in the 
Gallen Room (parking lot entry). 

 

WEDDINGS:  
Couples should make an appoint-
ment with the parish priest at least 
six months in advance. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Call the rectory anytime at  
385-0770. 
 

COMMUNION IN THE HOME/ 
HOME VISITS:  

Call 385-0770. Monday—Friday, 
8:30 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS:  
If you or someone you know would 
like to be visited in the hospital, you 
must call the rectory at 385-0770. 

To request a Parish Registration Form, call the Rectory at 385-0770 or shcsecretary@htdiocese.org 

You can also visit the rectory between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 pm., Monday through Friday. 

Charter for the Protection of Children & Young People 
Reporting Numbers: To repor t suspected abuse of a minor , call the LA Depar tment of Children & Family  
Services (24/7) 1(855) 452-5437. Outreach line for victims of sexual abuse by church workers. If you suspect child 
abuse by clergy, church officials, church employees or volunteers, please also contact the Victims' Assistance  
Coordinator (985) 850-3172 and Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux Outreach Line (985) 873-0026. 

Rev. Joseph Henry Sebastian, Pastor                              

1-985-226-4534                             

Deacon Randall Jennings 1-985-518-2177 

Deacon Larry Callais 1-985-255-9897 



           FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! (Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman Catholic Church of Morgan City) 

May 14 & 15                                                                                                  

Sacristans: 

Sat., 4:30P.M. – Linda Duke                                                                           

Sun., 8:00A.M.–Jeannie Landry                                                           

11:00A.M.—Susie Myers                                                                       

6:00P.M.— Florina Bergeron                                                                            

Lectors:  

Sat., 4:30P.M. - Gerrie Byrne                                                                                       

Sun., 8:00A.M. - Constance Wallace                                                                            

11:00 A.M.—  Barry Dufrene                                                                           

6:00P.M. - Dean Listi                                                                

 Extraordinary Bread:                                                       

Sat.,4:30P.M.—Linda Duke                                                              

Sun., 8:00A.M.– Jeannie Landry                                                                   

11:00 A.M.—Susie Myers                                                                           

6:00P.M.—Florina Bergeron 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                              
May 15, 2022 

“Behold, God’s dwelling is 
with the human race.” 
— Revelation 21:3 

     Thought for Today  

Don’t search for Jesus in far lands—He is not there.  He is 

close to you; He is with you.  Just keep the lamp burning 

and you will always see Him.  Keep on filling the lamp 

with all these little drops of love, and you will see how 

sweet is the Lord you love.                                                 
Do  Something Beautiful for God– Mother Teresa 

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  FOR MAY 

Heavenly Father, Your Son ascended in great tri-
umph to sit at your right hand. You sent your Spirit 
to watch over us, guide us and teach us to be 
better stewards of your abundant gifts. May this 
Spirit of wisdom make us better stewards of our 
Easter promises. May your Spirit increase our 
awareness of the dignity of every human life, and 
show us the way to be better stewards of our 
neighbor. And through your Spirit, may we be in-
spired every day to live in accordance with the Gos-
pel, and to give witness to our risen Lord. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever 
and ever .  Amen. 

Month of Mary &                               
The Holy Rosary 

The rosary is prayed everyday at 
4pm in the Grotto area during the 

month of May. Saturday it is held in 
church.  The prayer intention of this 
rosary is for World Peace, the suf-
fering people of Ukraine and Russia, 

and an end to War.  

Saint Luis Batiz Saenz  

Saint Luis Batiz Saenz was a Mexican Catholic 

priest.  Promoting a love for the Eucharist 

was said to be Father Luis’ first pastoral pri-

ority, however, and he spent a great deal of 

his time integrating the theology of the Eucharist in his reli-

gious education of children and his adult faith formation 

classes. He encouraged adoration before the Blessed Sacra-

ment.   May 25 is the feast Day of Saint Luis Batiz Saenz. 



                         FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 15,  2022   

MASS INTENTIONS:    Sat., May 14, 4:30pm: Patrick J. Bergeron, Karen Ordogne, Larry Bergeron, Anthony Governale, Sr., M/M Walter Romero, Sr., 

Theodore & Pasty LaVerne, Kelley & Alan Thomas Family, Maggie & Raymond Keller & Fam., Elaine & Kenny Blaire & Fam., Charles Gowland, Sr., Bernadine 

M. Hayes, M/M Donald Kreider, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Frank & Corinne Mula, Marvin Compton, Seth & Jackie 

Sumrall, C.J. & Mary Doiron, Blackie Arceneaux, Joe Parsiola, Santo & Stella Rousso, Adele & Red Arceneaux, Stephen Giroir, Lester & Belle Simoneaux, 

George & Joyce Melancon, David Arcemont, Arcemont/Landry Family, Anthony Cannata, Vincent & Fannie Cannata, Earl L. & Goldie Mayon, Fr. John Gallen, 

Pat Badeaux, Grace Napoli, Jeanne Picou, Theresa & William Maxwell, Pauline & Randolph Landry, Andrew, Bill & Eloise Gowland, Vera & Boo Dupuis, Luda 

& Eli Fields, Vivian & Eddie Fields, John Robert “Bob” Keeling, Jr., Donald Fields, Sally Anderson, Ruby Miller, Marius Carlos, Anthony Governale, Sr., Elmo & 

Viola Goulas, Troy Fangue, Alfred/Holt Families, Martin & Deshotel & Prince Families, Robert & Maridel LaBauve, Mary & Ray Martin, Smith-Theriot Families, 

Betty & Philip Smith, Sr., Dirk Hoffpauir, Barbara Kreider, Joe & Bet Cefalu, Elfrey & Margie LeBlanc, Carroll & Zeder Kraemer, Bernie Marino, Melvin J. Pitre, 

Doris B. & J. Darwin Richard, Rosalie & Milford Blum, Fran & Butch Blum, Marion H. Bergeron, Johnny DeMatteo, Marlene Gautier, David Duplantis, Nick & 

Katie Mancuso, Dee & Vincent Orcino, Larry Bergeron, Genevieve Boudreaux, John Siracusa, Jerry Listi, Viola Percle, Otis Rulf, Rosalee Loupe, Steven Ad-

ams, Alice Shannon Guzzetta,  Ed Patterson, Sidney Solar, Jr., Agnes Robicheaux, Nick LaRocca, Judy Duval, Dot & Sonny Duval, Bill & Eloise Gowland, 

Thanksgiving, Bob Keeling, Rafael Basas, Dung Nguyen, Susan Aucoin,  Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Jaqueline Hebert, Kathy & Larry Callais, War-

ren & June Fortier, Rena & Ridley Blanchard, Norbert Duggin, Willie Mae/Judy Burleigh, Rosie/Agnes/Mable/Elaine John.                                                                                                                                        

Sunday, May 15, 8:00am:  David Loupe, Rose H. Percle,  Alvin Ackerman, Jr., Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Dannie 

Goulas, Joe & Bernice Giandelone, Mim & Merlin Price, Sr., Claire & Sheldon Bergeron,  H.V. Choo Choo Fondren, Forcheimer/Fondren Families L/D, Jason 

DeHart, Anatole & Ida Fangue, Roland & Virginia Fangue, Earl & Goldie Mayon,  Cy & Shirley Giroir, Mr. & Mrs. John Parker Conrad, Sr.,  Ed Fontenot, Di-

Matteo Family, John/Josephine/Johnny DeMatteo, Jeffery DeMatteo, Richard,Sr. & Hilda Landry, Jimmy LeBoeuf,  Rickey Arceneaux, C.J. & Viva Solar, Blackie 

Arceneaux, Stephen Schaub, Mark Manfre, Larry Pennison, Charlie Roy, Tracy Lajaunie, Delores Lajaunie, Souls in Purgatory, Thanksgiving,  Carroll “Bobby” 

Bertaut, III., Biundo/Bourgeois Families, Dale Verret, Adelaide Wise, Lyric Verrett. 11:00am:  Jim Holt, Holt/Alfred Families L/D, Mr. & Mrs. Oliver J. Bergeron 

Family L/D, Parker & Shirley Conrad, Hugh & Nell Egle Brown, M/M Raymond Egle, Vivian & Ferris Romaire, Sr., Luda & Eli Fields, Marian & Richard Romaire, 

Nolan & Katherine Michel, Walter & Irma Michel, Nellie Blereau,  Joe Giordano, Genevieve Theriot, Adam E. & Dorothy Conner, Fred & Edna Williams, Bill & 

Eloise Gowland, Charles Gowland, Sr., Hogan/Landry Families, Mac, Mary & Stephen McCleary, Dehart/Duhon Families L&D,  Dr. C.R. Brownell, Lorraine B. 

Moreau, Leonard & Florence Bernucho, Charles Moreau, Ozio/LeDoux Families, Marion & Oliver Bergeron, Jr., Barbara Kreider, Betty Rink, Pat DeHart, David 

Duplantis, Mark Manfre,   J.P. Morella Family L/D.,  Beverley Hamer, Conner & Williams Families, Sonia Hebert, Josephine & Rocco Guarisco, Sr. & Rocco 

Guarisco, Jr. & Fam., Special Int., Betty Theriot Smith, Edwin & Lucielle Reid, Pat Duplantis, Scott Reid, Barry Lirette, Sr., Susan Aucoin, June Fortier,  6:00pm:  

All Abandon Souls, Karen Ordogne, Charles Gowland, Sr., Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Marion Bergeron, Genevieve 

Theriot, Janet/Beverly/Charles Fernandez, Leonard & Enola Klutts, Barbara Miller, Yvonne Fernandez, George Fernandez, Carl J. & Glenda W. Streva Family 

L/D., Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Dalia & Manuel Ramirez, Zweigle Fam. L/D, Albarado Fam. L/D., Wilbert, Nan & Tim Melancon, Conner-Melancon 

Fam. L/D., Henry Daigle.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Monday, May 16, 6:30am:  Marvin Compton, Joe Parsiola, Anthony Cannata, David Arcemont, Joyce & George Melancon, Joe Giordano, Genevieve Theriot,  

Eloise & Bill Gowland, Charles Gowland, Sr., John & Stella Mula, Pauline & Randolph Landry, Theresa & William Maxwell, M/M Eddie Landry, Nellie Blereau, 

Eugene Fields, Joe & Bet Cefalu, Roland & Jenna Fangue, Johnny & Jeffrey DeMatteo,  Marion Bergeron, Cyrus & Shirley Giroir, Earl L.& Goldie M. Mayon, 

Rosalie, Milford, Butch & Fran Blum, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Larry Bergeron, Otis Rulf,  Ed Paterson, Rosemary 

Cutrera, Howard Thibodaux, Larry Pennison, Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Alice Shannon.                                                                                                                                                             

Tuesday, May 17, 6:30am:  Ted McManus, David Arcemont, Boudreaux/ Sewart families, Eloise & Bill Gowland, John & Stella Mula, Pauline & Rudolph Land-

ry, Theresa & William Maxwell, George & Joyce Melancon, Nellie Blereau, Dupuis family, Elaine Naquin, Robert & Maridel LaBauve, Cy & Shirley Giroir, Bernie 

Marino, Alice Shannon, Mr. & Mrs. John Parker Conrad, Sr., Marvin Compton, Jeffrey DiMatteo, Anthony Cannata, Grace Napoli, David Duplantis, Cameron 

Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Larry Bergeron, Charles Gowland, Sr., J.P. Morella & Fam. L/D, Cyrus Giroir, Johnny DiMatteo, Rick-

ey Arceneaux, Larry Pennison, Mark Manfre, Jim Holt, Jerry Listi, Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Leonard Weber.                                                                                                                                      

Wednesday, May 18, 6:30am :  Mark Manfre,  Marvin Compton, David Arcemont, Joyce & George Melancon, Roy & Dee Simoneaux, Emery & Mary Besse, 

John & Stella Mula, Pauline & Randolph Landry, Skeezix & Flora Bergeron,  Bertin/Dupuis Families, Manfre/Grizzaffi Families, David Duplantis, Gerald 

Blanchard, Bet &  Joseph  Cefalu, Sr., Robert LaBauve, Nellie Blereau, Jason DeHart, Elaine Naquin, C. C. & Barbara Clark, Earl & Goldie Mayon, Nolan & 

Katherine Michel, Celeste Loupe, Cy & Shirley Giroir, Loulie & Lelia Boudreaux, Johnny DiMatteo, Gerald Blanchard, Rosalie, Milford, Butch & Fran Blum, Jef-

fery DiMatteo, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Pat Dehart, Charles Gowland, Sr., Gladys & Clive Cloutier, Larry Bergeron, 

Bernadine Hayes, Beverely Hamer, Nguyen Family, Dung Nguyen,  Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, June Fortier, David Price, Helen Anne Laughlin.                                                                                                         

Thursday, May 19, 6:30am:   David Arcemont, Joyce & George Melancon, Bessie Roy, Nellie Blereau, Manfre Family, Teresa & William Maxwell, John & Stella 

Mula, Randolph & Pauline Landry,  Bet & Joe Cefalu,  Santo & Stella Rousso, Adam & Dorothy Conner, Fred & Edna Williams, Joe Parsiola, Marvin Compton, 

Jeffery DiMatteo, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Charles Gowland, Sr., Horace  Naquin, Dung Nguyen, Rosalee Loupe, 

Otis Rulf, Rickey Arceneaux, C.J. & Viva Solar, Blackie Arceneaux, Garnette Listi, Betty Smith, Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Therol Naquin, Henry 

Willaim Flattmann, Jr., Jeanne DeRouen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Friday, May 20,  6:30am:   Holy Souls in Purgatory, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Pat DeHart, Charles Gowland, Sr., 

David Duplantis, Dung Nguyen Family,  Mark Manfre, Santo & Stella Russo, Alice S. Guzzetta,  Anthony, Vincent C. & Fannie Cannata,  Ed Patterson, Charlie 

Roy,  Patrick Bergeron,  Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners. 



STEWARDSHIP: 5/1/2022 
 

 
Regular Collection: $6,697.09 

Maintenance: $1,072.00 
               

Money Counters: Team (3) 
 

PRAY FOR… PEACE, Protection from floods & storms, 
Harold Ross, Huan Tran, Mary Ann Crocker, Kathryn Stadalis, 
Carol Bergeron, Rexall Howard, Stephen Giroir, Ana Rogers, Beu-
lah Deshotel, Mona Thibodeaux, Hilda Landry, Dot Whitley, R.J. 
Hebert, Kim Verrett,  Rodney Frederick,  Henry Daigle, Roger Lin-
er, Donna Henry, Jane Davis, Deanna Guidry, Louis Wilson, Roger 
Adams Jr., Gene & Edie Nezat, Ross Rock, Brittany Thomas, Dal-
ton Dupree, Noah Fryou, Tara Trahan, Ashley Ribardi, Nick Tul-
lier, Deanna Rome, Jimmy LeBlanc, Dale Hubert, Pat Rock, Barba-
ra Breaux, Stacy Giroir, Eston Roger, Drew Clements, Robbie & 
Kacie Toups, Janet Bennett,  Theresa & Tim Theriot, Jean Ste-
phens, Zweigle/Dupree Families, Gloria & Jessie Michel, Donald 
Loupe, Ida Mae Percle, Lelia Johnson, Nicki Plessala, Jim Miller, 
Jaiden, Tammy Fitch, Chad Duval, Jr., Harley Blanco, Demarius 
Granger, R.J. Percle, Darrel Beadle, Killian Mabe, Joan Judycki, 
Mary Ann Trosclaire, Anna Hargrave & Family, Ethan LeBouef, 
Shannon Swiber, Holly Brasseaux, Amanda Jennings, Katy Bour-
geois, Ina Clarke, William LaPoint, Marilyn Pye, Leonard & 
Priscilla Scully, Catherine & Elijah Landry, Robin Jeansonne, 
Charlie Solar, Sr., Karen Duhon, Barbara Olson, Herman Bailey, 
Rene Prado, Jahmarla Guidry, Bob Opperman, Susan Nelson, Laine 
Mosher, Aceson Alleman, Catherine Thibodeaux, Scott Barbier, 
Martha Guillory, Will Lapoint, Edwin Bergeron, Jason Theriot, 
Anna Rogers, Evie Herrington, Mac Percle, Yvonne Zweigle, 
Bryson Plaisance, Betty Ross, Larry Giroir , Nedra Giroir., Jim 
Davis, Rachel Adams, Red Cuvillier, Ave Ross, All victims of the 
coronavirus and their families, Elijah Carter,  Valerie Streety, Larry 
Guillory, Allen Bourdier,  Nettie Acosta, The Fitch Family, Rachal 
Basas, Don Domino,  Anna Broussard, Cassandar Alverd, Peggy 
Bourque, Reberta Ford, Margie Aucoin, Gentry Garrett, Cherie 
Dyer, Lovenia Percle, Francis Smith,  Layla Giroir, Wendy Hotard, 
Charles Gibson, Jr., Billy Cantrell, Patty Fontenot,  Rhonda Lile,  
David Duhon, Beth Naquin, Raymond Daniels, Renee Harper, War-
ren Landry, Louis Tamporella, Judy Solar, Vera Judycki, Buddy 
Rogers, Russell Vicknair, Mable Lester, Howard Rogers, Tammy 
Richard, Elliot Prejean,  Rip & Cheryl Verdin, Kim Hanks, Kattie 
Ghirardi, Lynette Breaux, Jeremy Chesteen, Darlene Hamm, An-
thony “Tony” Richard, Nanette S. Landry, Mary Lou Conrad, Bar-
bara McCloy, Ashia Starling, Gene Arceneaux, Mary Ann Adams, 
Jimmy Russo, Kay Olds, Franklin Pierce, Marlene Pierce, Brent 
Gravois, Ava Carpenter, Ellen Rink, Richard Ford, Jaques The-
riot, Kelley Dalton, Theresa & Jason Babin, Jim Mestepey, 
Ryan, Margie Scully, Odalys Ultra., Francis Loupe, Willie Mae 
Lewis, Earline & David Gastins, Elias Dupree, Peggy Perry, 
Keely Price. 
 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
U.S. Armed Forces and All who serve & protect us, Craig 
Bourdier, Ryan Bourdier, Andrew Bourdier, Joseph  John-
son, V, Tony Malbrough, Mathew Young, Luke Zweigle, 
Draven Smith, Brian Hartman, Ory Arcemont, Ryan 
Hunter, Cameron Case, Matthew Tregle, Tanner Richards, 
Johnathan Villegas. 

Angel of God  
my guardian dear to whom His love 

commits me here ever this day be at my 
side to light and guard to rule and 

guide. Amen. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please send your prayer intentions  
to shcsecretary@htdiocese.org or call the rectory                        
385-0770 and we will include them  
in our daily prayers. 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” 
A weekly journey of study of the 

Sunday Gospels.  
Interested in joining a group?  

Call Jeannie Landry, 518-0079  
or Gail Dupuis, 385-2905. 

     Friday, April 22,  2022                                                          

Antoine Joseph Pennison, Jr. &                                   

Hailey Elizabeth Landry 

Saturday, April 23, 2022                                              

Eavn Thomas Stadalis &  Jamie Ann Scioneaux 

Saturday, April 30,  2022                                          

Luke Lane Larive & Hailey Allyson Buller 

FORMED                                                                       

The Catholic Faith. On Demand.   

 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these simple 
steps: 

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code 

Enter your name and your email address 
That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app for your 
phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your app store. 

GARDENING 

Kind hearts are the garden, Kind 
thoughts are the root, Kind words are 
the blossoms, Kind deeds are the fruit. 
—Anonymous 

https://signup.formed.org/


              May 15, 2022                                                               

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

        Psalm 98(97):1-2 

Entrance Chant: 

     O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has 

worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he 

has shown his deliverance, alleluia.  

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Paul and Barnabas reported how God 
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles  

(Acts 14:21-27). 

Psalm — I will praise your name for ever, my king and 
my God (Psalm 145). 

Second Reading — God’s dwelling is with the human 
race (Revelation 21:1-5a). 

Gospel — This is how all will know that you are my dis-
ciples, if you have love for one another  

(John 13:31-33a, 34-35). 

Gospel Acclamation                                          

R.  Alleluia, Alleluia.                                                         

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: / love 

one another as I have loved you.                                                  

R.  Alleluia, Alleluia 

                     A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT                                                     

            In today’s Gospel Jesus makes a bold and clear statement to 

his disciples. “I give you a new commandment: Love one another. As 

I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how all 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one anoth-

er.” We are called to love others as a sign of our discipleship in Jesus 

Christ. That includes even those “others” we might prefer to forget. 

We are so often tempted to draw lines between those who we will 

love and those who we consider not worthy of our love. This week 

take time to reflect on Jesus’ love command. How often do we heed 

Jesus’ love command? What change in our lives must take place in 

order for us to obey this command?  

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 Frequent fliers today have many ways to accrue air 
miles, so one doesn’t always have to endure long hours 
in cramped seats to earn free hours in cramped seats. 
In St. Paul’s day, there were no such perks, nor would 
there have been any legal system for him to protest 
the shipwrecks he endured. He had other rewards in 
mind. The churches that he established in the cata-
logue of cities from today’s first reading must have 
been very different from one another. Language, cul-
ture, customs, religious history, obstacles to communi-
ty, social challenges, the places where they met, their 
clothing, their bread and wine, all distinct, particular to 
the area. 

 There were social customs as well: in a Christian 
household, the only place where a slave would be able 
to stand legally as an equal with the master would be 
at the table of the Lord, because at that table a new 
world of reconciliation was imaged. While Paul revered 
local customs, he was relentless about challenging the 
ways that people lived their Christian lives and how 
their worship reflected them. It is much the same to-
day, as a global Catholic Church seeks to respect local 
customs and culture, allowing for differences in many 
things, yet always giving expression to the underlying 
presence of Christ, who binds us all together into his 
body. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

MISSIONARIES OF MERCY 

 Paul’s back! After last week’s “violent abuse,” op-
ponents organized a lynch mob that beat Paul nearly to 
death. But call Paul the “energizing evangelist,” trans-
forming deadly cruelty into life-giving zeal. Paul’s past 
courage should inspire our commitment; Revelation’s 
future “new heaven, new earth” should inspire our op-
timism. But Revelation’s present assurance, “Behold, 
God’s dwelling is with the human race,” should chal-
lenge us to become “missionaries of mercy.” Because 
Pope Francis declared that the Church’s credibility is 
completely dependent on our showing unconditional 
mercy. Mercy, said Francis, makes the Church, the 
world, and everyone young again, reawakened to life’s 
noblest virtues. Fittingly, in today’s Gospel Jesus rein-
forces that theme: “This is how all will know you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Thank You!  

Gina Dupuis 


