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LITURGICAL SERVICES 
SUNDAY MASSES:  

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM.  
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 11:00 AM &  
6:00 PM. 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 
Monday– Friday                                   
Eucharistic Adoration: 6:00 AM 
Mass: 6:30 AM 

 

FIRST SATURDAY MASS:  
8:30 AM 
Exposition until 10:00 AM 

 

OUR MOTHER OF   
PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA  

Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. 
 

CONFESSIONS:  
Before  all weekday and weekend 
Masses or by appointment. 
 
 

24– HOUR ADORATION: 
Thursdays, 7 a.m.—Fridays, 6 a.m. 
Sign-up sheets in Souby Baptistery. 
Can’t be a regular? Substitute sign-
up sheets in rear of church. 

 
 

BAPTISMS:  
Second & fourth Sunday of each 
month, 10:00 AM. BOTH parents 
AND Godparents MUST attend a 
baptism seminar held first Tuesday 
of each month, 6:00PM in the Gallen 
Room (parking lot entry). 

 

WEDDINGS:  
Couples should make an appoint-
ment with the parish priest at least 
six months in advance. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
Call the rectory anytime at  
385-0770. 
 

COMMUNION IN THE HOME/ 
HOME VISITS:  

Call 385-0770. Monday—Friday, 
8:30 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS:  
If you or someone you know would 
like to be visited in the hospital, you 
must call the rectory at 385-0770. 

To request a Parish Registration Form, call the Rectory at 385-0770 or shcsecretary@htdiocese.org 

You can also visit the rectory between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 pm., Monday through Friday. 

Charter for the Protection of Children & Young People 
Reporting Numbers: To repor t suspected abuse of a minor , call the LA Depar tment of Children & Family  
Services (24/7) 1(855) 452-5437. Outreach line for victims of sexual abuse by church workers. If you suspect child 
abuse by clergy, church officials, church employees or volunteers, please also contact the Victims' Assistance  
Coordinator (985) 850-3172 and Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux Outreach Line (985) 873-0026. 

Rev. Joseph Henry Sebastian, Pastor                              

1-985-226-4534                             

Deacon Randall Jennings 1-985-518-2177 

Deacon Larry Callais 1-985-255-9897 



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! (Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman Catholic Church of Morgan City) 

February 19 & 20                                                                             

Sacristans: 

Sat., 4:30P.M. – Catherine Bourdier                                                             

Sun., 8:00P.M.– Gail Dupuis                                                                         

11:00P.M.— Cindy Marino                                                                               

6:00P.M.—Mary Eues 

Lectors:  

Sat., 4:30P.M. -  Gerrie Byrne                                                                                          

Sun., 8:00A.M. -    Courtney Matherne                                                              

11:00A.M. - Kathy Callais                                                                     

6:00P.M. –Paul Rappmundt 

 Extraordinary Bread:                                                       

Sat.,4:30P.M.—Conrad Poe                                                               

Sun., 8:00A.M.– Gail Dupuis                                                                               

11:00A.M.—Cindy Marino                                                            

6:00P.M.—Mary Eues 

February 20, 2022 

Merciful and gracious is the 
Lord,  slow to anger and 
abounding in kindness. 

— Psalm 103:8 

     Thought for Today  

     Let me tell you something:  If you feel the 

weight of your sins, do not be afraid!  He is a lov-

ing Father; God’s mercy is greater than we can  

imagine.  

 Do  Something Beautiful for God– Mother Teresa 

          A STEWARDSHIP                                                           

MOMENT 

 

                         In today’s Gospel reading Jesus urges his 

listeners to “Be merciful, just as your Father is merci-

ful.” He also offers several examples of putting mercy 

into action. Listeners can then reason their way into 

how to put the values of the Gospel reflected in these 

imperatives into practice in other situations. Good 

stewards look for opportunities to exercise God’s mer-

cy toward others. They realize that, in doing so, their 

own experience of God’ mercy not only becomes more 

profound but affirms their hope of seeing the Lord face

-to-face one day. How have we experienced God’s 

mercy in our lives? How might our thinking, attitudes, 

words and actions reflect God’s mercy on someone else 

today?  

All Gifts Provide Hope  

           Sacred Heart Parish is pleased with the very good early response to the 2022 

Annual Bishop’s Appeal, for which we are immensely thankful. Please prayerfully con-

sider making a gift to the Annual Bishop’s Appeal by returning your commitment card 

in the offertory or simply mail it to the diocese in the provided envelope, using the QR 

code, or you may also visit www.htdiocese.org/bishopsappeal to make your gift online. 

Every gift no matter how big or small makes a difference across 

our diocese. Your prayers and gifts support our 10 Seminarians, our 16 retired priests, Sacred Heart 

Youth and Adult Formation, and Catholic Education through our Catholic Schools Office  



                        SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      FEBRUARY 20,  2022   

MASS INTENTIONS:  Saturday, Feb. 19, 4:30pm: Patrick J. Bergeron, Karen Ordogne, Larry Bergeron, Anthony Governale, Sr., M/M Walter Romero, Sr., 

Theodore & Pasty LaVerne, Kelley & Alan Thomas Family, Maggie & Raymond Keller & Fam., Elaine & Kenny Blaire & Fam., Charles Gowland, Sr., Bernadine 

M. Hayes, M/M Donald Kreider, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Frank & Corinne Mula, Marvin Compton, Seth & Jackie 

Sumrall, C.J. & Mary Doiron, Blackie Arceneaux, Joe Parsiola, Santo & Stella Rousso, Adele & Red Arceneaux, Stephen Giroir, Lester & Belle Simoneaux, 

George & Joyce Melancon, David Arcemont, Arcemont/Landry Family, Anthony Cannata, Vincent & Fannie Cannata, Earl L. & Goldie Mayon, Fr. John Gallen, 

Pat Badeaux, Grace Napoli, Jeanne Picou, Theresa & William Maxwell, Pauline & Randolph Landry, Andrew, Bill & Eloise Gowland, Vera & Boo Dupuis, Luda 

& Eli Fields,Vivian & Eddie Fields, Jr., Donald Fields, Sally Anderson, Ruby Miller, Marius Carlos, Anthony Governale, Sr., Elmo & Viola Goulas, Troy Fangue, 

Alfred/Holt Families, Martin & Deshotel & Prince Families, Robert & Maridel LaBauve, Mary & Ray Martin, Smith-Theriot Families, Betty & Philip Smith, Sr., Dirk 

Hoffpauir, Barbara Kreider, Joe & Bet Cefalu, Elfrey & Margie LeBlanc, Carroll & Zeder Kraemer, Bernie Marino, Melvin J. Pitre, Doris B. & J. Darwin Richard, 

Rosalie & Milford Blum, Fran & Butch Blum, Marion H. Bergeron, Johnny DeMatteo, Marlene Gautier, David Duplantis, Nick & Katie Mancuso, Dee & Vincent 

Orcino, Larry Bergeron, Genevieve Boudreaux, John Siracusa, Jerry Listi, Viola Percle, Otis Rulf, Rosalee Loupe, Steven Adams, Alice Shannon Guzzetta,  Ed 

Patterson, Sidney Solar, Jr., Agnes Robicheaux, Nick LaRocca, Judy Duval, Dot & Sonny Duval, Bill & Eloise Gowland, Thanksgiving, Bob Keeling, Rafael 

Basas, Dung Nguyen, Susan Aucoin,  Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Jaqueline Hebert, Ridley Blanchard, Kathy & Larry Callais,  Patsy Stegall, Harriet 

Helm, Therol (T.R.) Naquin, LOUISE & Clem Bourgeois, Michael polito, Sliman John, Henry Willaim Flattmann, Jr., E. Shannon, John Robert “Bob” Keeling, Jr., 

Eddie Fields, Vibian Fields, Matius Carlos, Ruby Miller, Donald Fields, Sally Anderson., Warren & June Fortier.                                                                                                                                              

Sunday, Feb. 20, 8:00am:  David Loupe, Rose H. Percle,  Alvin Ackerman, Jr., Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Dannie 

Goulas, Joe & Bernice Giandelone, David & Jane Webster for Healing, Mim & Merlin Price, Sr., Claire & Sheldon Bergeron,  H.V. Choo Choo Fondren, 

Forcheimer/Fondren Families L/D, Jason DeHart, Anatole & Ida Fangue, Roland & Virginia Fangue, Earl & Goldie Mayon,  Cy & Shirley Giroir, Mr. & Mrs. John 

Parker Conrad, Sr.,  Ed Fontenot, DiMatteo Family, John/Josephine/Johnny DeMatteo, Jeffery DeMatteo, Richard,Sr. & Hilda Landry, Jimmy LeBoeuf,  Rickey 

Arceneaux, C.J. & Viva Solar, Blackie Arceneaux, Stephen Schaub, Mark Manfre, Larry Pennison, Charlie Roy, Tracy Lajaunie, Souls in Purgatory, Thanksgiv-

ing,  Carroll “Bobby” Bertaut, III., Dale Verret, Carolyn Matthews.   11:00am:  Jim Holt, Holt/Alfred Families L/D, Mr. & Mrs. Oliver J. Bergeron Family L/D, Par-

ker & Shirley Conrad, Hugh & Nell Egle Brown, M/M Raymond Egle, Vivian & Ferris Romaire, Sr., Luda & Eli Fields, Marian & Richard Romaire, Nolan & Kathe-

rine Michel, Walter & Irma Michel, Nellie Blereau,  Joe Giordano, Genevieve Theriot, Adam E. & Dorothy Conner, Fred & Edna Williams, Bill & Eloise Gowland, 

Charles Gowland, Sr., Hogan/Landry Families, Mac, Mary & Stephen McCleary, Dehart/Duhon Families L&D,  Dr. C.R. Brownell, Lorraine B. Moreau, Leonard 

& Florence Bernucho, Charles Moreau, Ozio/LeDoux Families, Marion & Oliver Bergeron, Jr., Barbara Kreider, Betty Rink, Pat DeHart, David Duplantis, Mark 

Manfre,   J.P. Morella Family L/D., Beverley Hamer, Conner & Williams Families, Sonia Hebert, Josephine & Rocco Guarisco, Sr. & Rocco Guarisco, Jr. & Fam., 

Special Int., Betty Theriot Smith, Chris LaRocca, T. R. Naquin, Hope,Luda & Eli Fields.  6:00pm:  All Abandon Souls, Karen Ordogne, Charles Gowland, Sr., 

Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Marion Bergeron, Genevieve Theriot, Janet/Beverly/Charles Fernandez, Leonard & Enola 

Klutts, Barbara Miller, Yvonne Fernandez, George Fernandez, Carl J. & Glenda W. Streva Family L/D., Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Dalia & Manuel 

Ramirez, Zweigle Fam. L/D, Albarado Fam. L/D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Monday, Feb. 21, 6:30am:  Marvin Compton, Joe Parsiola, Anthony Cannata, David Arcemont, Joyce & George Melancon, Joe Giordano, Genevieve Theriot,  

Eloise & Bill Gowland, Charles Gowland, Sr., John & Stella Mula, Pauline & Randolph Landry, Theresa & William Maxwell, M/M Eddie Landry, Nellie Blereau, 

Eugene Fields, Joe & Bet Cefalu, Roland & Jenna Fangue, Johnny & Jeffrey DeMatteo,  Marion Bergeron, Cyrus & Shirley Giroir, Earl L.& Goldie M. Mayon, 

Rosalie, Milford, Butch & Fran Blum, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Larry Bergeron, Otis Rulf,  Ed Paterson, Rosemary 

Cutrera, Howard Thibodaux, Larry Pennison, Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Dale Verret, Susan Aucoin, T.R. Naquin, Earl Laughlin, Sr.                                                                                                                 

Tuesday, Feb. 22, 6:30am:  Ted McManus, David Arcemont, Boudreaux/ Sewart families, Eloise & Bill Gowland, John & Stella Mula, Pauline & Rudolph Land-

ry, Theresa & William Maxwell, George & Joyce Melancon, Nellie Blereau, Dupuis family, Elaine Naquin, Robert & Maridel LaBauve, Cy & Shirley Giroir, Bernie 

Marino, Alice Shannon, Mr. & Mrs. John Parker Conrad, Sr., Marvin Compton, Jeffrey DiMatteo, Anthony Cannata, Grace Napoli, David Duplantis, Cameron 

Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Larry Bergeron, Charles Gowland, Sr., J.P. Morella & Fam. L/D, Cyrus Giroir, Johnny DiMatteo, Rick-

ey Arceneaux, Larry Pennison, Mark Manfre, Jim Holt, Jerry Listi, Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Patsy Stegall, T.R. Naquin, Msgr., Rev. Robert C. 

Newbold, Ph. D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 6:30am :  Mark Manfre,  Marvin Compton, David Arcemont, Joyce & George Melancon, Roy & Dee Simoneaux, Emery & Mary Besse, 

John & Stella Mula, Pauline & Randolph Landry, Skeezix & Flora Bergeron,  Bertin/Dupuis Families, Manfre/Grizzaffi Families, David Duplantis, Gerald 

Blanchard, Bet &  Joseph  Cefalu, Sr., Robert LaBauve, Nellie Blereau, Jason DeHart, Elaine Naquin, C. C. & Barbara Clark, Earl & Goldie Mayon, Nolan & 

Katherine Michel, Celeste Loupe, Cy & Shirley Giroir, Loulie & Lelia Boudreaux, Johnny DiMatteo, Gerald Blanchard, Rosalie, Milford, Butch & Fran Blum, Jef-

fery DiMatteo, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Pat Dehart, Charles Gowland, Sr., Gladys & Clive Cloutier, Larry Bergeron, 

Bernadine Hayes, Nguyen Family, Dung Nguyen,  Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Susan Aucoin, David Price.                                                                                            

Thursday, Feb. 24, 6:30am   David Arcemont, Joyce & George Melancon, Bessie Roy, Nellie Blereau, Manfre Family, Teresa & William Maxwell, John & Stella 

Mula, Randolph & Pauline Landry,  Bet & Joe Cefalu,  Santo & Stella Rousso, Adam & Dorothy Conner, Fred & Edna Williams, Joe Parsiola, Marvin Compton, 

Jeffery DiMatteo, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Charles Gowland, Sr., Horace  Naquin, Dung Nguyen, Rosalee Loupe, 

Otis Rulf, Rickey Arceneaux, C.J. & Viva Solar, Blackie Arceneaux, Garnette Listi, Betty Smith, Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners.                                                                                                                       

Friday, Feb. 25, 6:30am:   Holy Souls in Purgatory, Cameron Webster, Audrey & Joe Webster, Audrey & Bert Chauvin, Pat DeHart, Charles Gowland, Sr., 

David Duplantis, Dung Nguyen Family,  Jerry Listi, Garnette Listi, Mark Manfre, Santo & Stella Russo, Alice S. Guzzetta,  Anthony, Vincent C. & Fannie                    

Cannata,  Ed Patterson, Charlie Roy,  Patrick Bergeron,  Prayer Intentions of SHC Parishioners, Harriet Helm. 



STEWARDSHIP: 2/6/2022 
 

 
Regular Collection: 

$7,285.00 
Maintenance: $4,168.00 

 
 

PRAY FOR… PEACE, Protection from floods & storms, 
Harold Ross, Huan Tran, Mary Ann Crocker, Kathryn Stadalis, 
Carol Bergeron, Rexall Howard, Stephen Giroir, Ana Rogers, Beu-
lah Deshotel, Mona Thibodeaux, Hilda Landry, Dot Whitley, R.J. 
Hebert, Kim Verrett, Jane Webster, Rodney Frederick,  Henry Dai-
gle, Roger Liner, Donna Henry, Jane Davis, Deanna Guidry, Louis 
Wilson, Roger Adams Jr., Gene & Edie Nezat, Ross Rock, Brittany 
Thomas, Dalton Dupree, Noah Fryou, Tara Trahan, Ashley Ribardi, 
Virginia Naquin, Nick Tullier, Deanna Rome, Jimmy LeBlanc, 
Dale Hubert, Pat Rock, Barbara Breaux, Stacy Giroir, Eston Roger, 
Drew Clements, Robbie & Kacie Toups, Janet Bennett,  Theresa & 
Tim Theriot, Jean Stephens, Zweigle/Dupree Families, Gloria & 
Jessie Michel, Donald Loupe, Ida Mae Percle, Lelia Johnson, Nicki 
Plessala, Jim Miller, Jaiden, Tammy Fitch, Chad Duval, Jr., Harley 
Blanco, Demarius Granger, R.J. Percle, Darrel Beadle, Killian Ma-
be, Joan Judycki, Mary Ann Trosclaire, Anna Hargrave & Family, 
Ethan LeBouef, Shannon Swiber, Holly Brasseaux, Amanda Jen-
nings, Katy Bourgeois, Ina Clarke, William LaPoint, Marilyn Pye, 
Leonard & Priscilla Scully, Catherine & Elijah Landry, Robin Jean-
sonne, Charlie Solar, Sr., Karen Duhon, Barbara Olson, Herman 
Bailey, Rene Prado, Jahmarla Guidry, Bob Opperman, Susan Nel-
son, Laine Mosher, Aceson Alleman, Catherine Thibodeaux, Scott 
Barbier, Martha Guillory, Will Lapoint, Edwin Bergeron, Jason 
Theriot, Anna Rogers, Evie Herrington, Mac Percle, Yvonne Zwei-
gle, Bryson Plaisance, Betty Ross, Larry Giroir., Jim Davis, Rachel 
Adams, Red Cuvillier, Ave Ross, End to the pandemic, All victims 
of the coronavirus and their families, Elijah Carter, Nedra Giroir,  
Valerie Streety, Larry Guillory, Allen Bourdier,  Nettie Acosta, The 
Fitch Family, Rachal Basas, Don Domino,  Anna Broussard, Cas-
sandar Alverd, Peggy Bourque, Reberta Ford, Jim Mestepey, Mar-
gie Aucoin, Gentry Garrett, Cherie Dyer, Lovenia Percle, Francis 
Smith, Elizabeth Smith,   Layla Giroir, Wendy Hotard, Charles 
Gibson, Jr., Billy Cantrell, Patty Fontenot,  Rhonda Lile,  David 
Duhon, Ellen Ruiz, Ceolia Badeaux, Beth Naquin, Raymond Dan-
iels, Renee Harper, Warren Landry, Louis Tamporella, Judy Solar, 
Vera Judycki, Buddy Rogers, Russell Vicknair, Hope Johnson, 
Mable Lester, Howard Rogers, Tammy Richard, Elliot Prejean,  Rip 
& Cheryl Verdin, Kim Hanks, Kattie Ghirardi, Lynette Breaux, 
Jeremy Chesteen, Darlene Hamm, Anthony “Tony” Richard, Nan-
ette S. Landry, Mary Lou Conrad, Barbara McCloy, Hope Johnson 
& Family, Joanne Z. Mire, Ashia Starling, Gene Arceneaux, Mary 
Ann Adams, Jimmy Russo, Kay Olds, Franklin Pierce, Marlene 
Pierce, Brent Gravois, Ava Carpenter, Ellen Rink, Richard Ford,                     
Jaques Theriot, Kelley Dalton, Theresa & Jason Babin, Jim 
Mestepey. 
 
 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
U.S. Armed Forces and All who serve & protect us, Craig 
Bourdier, Ryan Bourdier, Andrew Bourdier, Joseph  John-
son, V, Tony Malbrough, Mathew Young, Luke Zweigle, 
Draven Smith, Brian Hartman, Ory Arcemont, Ryan 
Hunter, Cameron Case, Matthew Tregle. 

Angel of God  
my guardian dear to whom His love 

commits me here ever this day be at my 
side to light and guard to rule and 

guide. Amen. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please send your prayer intentions  
to shcsecretary@htdiocese.org or call the rectory                        
385-0770 and we will include them  
in our daily prayers. 

Youth Formation classes will be this 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022                     
5:45-7:15 P.M.      

Saturday, February 26, 2022                                                 

the Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated                                        

at the 4:30 P.M. Vigil Mass.  Bishop Shelton Fabre will 

be the Main Celebrant to confer the sacrament.  Please 

keep all of confirmands and sponsors in your prayers.  

  There is a required practice for all confirmands 

and sponsors Thursday, February 24th at 6:00P.M. 

in church.   

THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE                               

Tuesday, February 22                                                                                   

This feast commemorates Christ’s choosing Peter to sit in his place 

as the servant-authority of the whole Church.   The Chair of Saint 

Peter (Latin: Cathedra Petri), also known as the Throne of Saint 

Peter, is a relic conserved in St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City, the 

sovereign enclave of the Pope inside Rome, Italy. The relic is a 

wooden throne that tradition claims the Apostle Saint Peter, the 

leader of the Early Christians in Rome 

and first Pope, used as Bishop of 

Rome. The relic is enclosed in a sculpt-

ed gilt bronze casing designed by Gian 

Lorenzo Bernini and executed between 

1647 and 1653. In 2012, Pope Benedict 

XVI described the chair as "a symbol of 

the special mission of Peter and his Suc-

cessors to tend Christ’s flock, keeping it 

united in faith and in charity."  



February 20, 2022                                                   

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

        Psalm 1(12):631(30):3-4        

Entrance Chant: 

   O Lord, I trust in your merciful love.  My 

heart will rejoice in your salvation.  I will sing to 

the Lord who has been bountiful with me. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — David found Saul in a deep sleep, but 
would not harm him (1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23). 

Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103). 

Second Reading — We shall bear the image of the 
heavenly Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45-49). 

Gospel — Give to everyone who asks of you. Lend ex-
pecting nothing back (Luke 6:27-38). 

Gospel Acclamation                                          

R.  Alleluia, alleluia                                                                               

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: / love one 

another as I have loved you.                                                                         

R.  Alleluia, alleluia                                                                                  

DO NO HARM 

 We listen quite a while before we get to the “punch 
line” of the first reading today: even though it would be 
an easy thing to do, David will not harm the anointed 
one of the Lord. We, of course, know that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the anointed one of God, but the Bible uses 
this term for many different people. It is scripture’s way 
of indicating who has been chosen by God for a special 
place and mission in salvation history. 

 In today’s Gospel, Jesus presents a greatly enlarged 
list of those who, as children of God, we should not 
harm, but love instead: our enemies, those who curse 
us or do us harm, those who owe us money, the un-
grateful, the wicked. The point of Jesus’ teaching is not 
to encourage these kinds of behaviors in others, but 
rather to form us in the image of our heavenly Father 
by increasing our opportunities to love unconditionally, 
expecting no return; to be merciful and forgiving, even 
when it would be easier not to. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 When the Roman Empire turned a favorable eye 
toward the once-persecuted Christians, among the 
effects was a population explosion in the baptismal 
font, as Christian sympathizers stepped from the shad-
ows. With more and more people becoming Christians, 
laws were passed to protect Sunday as a work-free day. 
Soon, it became possible to celebrate Mass later in the 
morning, rather than the older custom of gathering be-
fore dawn to celebrate Eucharist. Amazingly, despite 
the increasing numbers of Christians, there was great 
resistance to adding to the number of worship events; 
the Eucharist that began as a few friends around a table 
soon was transformed into a more formal event with 
throngs crowding a large hall. All the Christians in a city 
or town would gather around the bishop for the one 
Sunday Eucharist, and only when the crowds became 
unmanageable was there an impulse to divide the as-
sembly by splitting off a new bishop and flock. 

 Now, sixteen hundred years later, many parishes 
see a need to trim or combine Mass schedules. This is 
often seen as tough surgery. Yet our forebears in the 
faith would see it as a gain: a filling up of the Eucharist 
with a large and vigorous assembly, a fullness of minis-
try, an opportunity to make the Church more fully visi-
ble and stronger for service. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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